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1025] 
SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Hotcanp.—InsurrEcTION. The pre- 
sent tide, spring tide, ef happy intelligence 
naturally puts into one’s mouth the Old 
Proverb that I have taken for my motto. 
——The Anti-Jacobins, who were set all 
alive by the “ running away’’ (not drawing 
after) of Massena; who were raised to a 
very high and rather dangerous pitch, by 
the return of Lord Talavera to the rela- 
tive postion in which he was twelve 
months ago ; these gentlemen, friends of 
“social order” and “regular govern- 
“ ment,’ have been thrown almost into 
a delirium of joy at the news of an ¢nsur- 
rection in Holland ; they, who, for many 
years, seemed desirous of hanging every 
man who should lift up his hand against 
any government, whatever it might be, are 
now fallen in love with insurgents, and 
are become the most zealous preachers of 
Insurrection ; and this, too, observe, at a 
moment when they are branding with 
every term of infamy those whom they 
falsely accuse of a wish to excite insur- 
rection in this kingdom, ——“ Aye,” say 
they, “ but it is the place that makes all 
“the difference.’ How? England, or 
Ireland, is, to be sure, different from Hol- 
land, in many respects; but, insurrection 
Is still éasurrection; and, if you preach it 
Up a8 a good thing, is there not danger 
that people will misjudge the occasions 
for using it? —— The Dutch, we are, 
however, assured, have actually broken 
Cut into insurrection; and the Trmes 
news-paper says, that oppression will, in 
ime, make any people rebel. I wish his- 
tory did not contradict this assertion; I 
wish that oppression never failed t6 pro- 
duce what is called rebellion; 1 wish that, 
het only the Dutch and the Brabanters, 
but that all those amongst the people of 

urope, or any where else, who are op- 
Pressed and robbed and insulted and vilified, 
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their plunderers, not by knocking their 
brains out, but by sending them adrift to 
work for their bread, or to starve. 
Thus far, then, I cordially agree with our 
mews-papers. But, whether the good 
work of insurrection be actually begun is 
more than I can pretend to say.——The 
facts are related thus by the Mornine 
Post and the Courier. ‘¢ DESERTION 
“ FROM THE ANTWERP FLEET. iNSUKREC- 
‘Tion IN Howranp!— Accounts from 
« Hull, received this morning, state, that 
“a vessel had arrived there from Norway, 
“ and brought the intelligence of the de- 
«sertion of the Dutch, Norwegian, and 
“ Danish sailors from the fleet at Ant- 
«werp, and likewise that the greatest dis- 
« order prevails in the towns of Flushing 
«and Antwerp. Several lives were lost 
“in the night of the 29th; and it was 
‘expected that a gencral insurrection was 
«« about to take place in all parts of French 
« Flandcrs.—There is no further arrival 
‘from Holland. The communication b 
“post between Amsterdam, Rotterdam, 
«and Walcheren, is understood to be cug 
“off. We have no doubt of the correct- 
« ness of the accounts brought yesterday, 
to which we have to add the following 
«“ letter, which mentions disturbances te 
“have broken out in East Friesland :-—~ 
« Henicoranp, Aprit 17.—-In Aurich, in 
« East Friesland, a@ revolution has taken 
« place, in consequence of the great seve- 
“ rities practised by the French there. 
«« The people have pulled down the French 
“arms, and broken them to pieces: the 
«also SEIZED THE JUDGES; and tore 
« their chains from their bosoms: they dis- 
«¢ armed the militia, and broke their swords 
“ to pieces; after which they went to the 
«Castle, and plundered it; and from 
«thence proceeded to the church and 
« rang the alarm bells, to give the signal 
« of revolt. In Nordern the inhabitants 
« rose and obliged several privateers lay- 











by those who have the powers of govern- 
ment in their hands, would, not rebel, but 
Certainly that they would cease to be the 
Passive, the degraded slaves that they 
how are; I wish would, and with as 


« ing in the harbour to sail, in order to pre- 
« vent the shipping from coming in, and 
«direct their course’ elsewhere.” —— 
What, seize the JUDGES! Gad so! these 
people are up with a vengeance. Bat, 
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Judges first ? What should make them be- 
gin there? Why, I suppose, that they 
found them to be the most corrupt and 
base and cowardly scoundrels of all; the 
most completely devoted of all the tools 
of despotism, and by far the most hateful ; 
becanse the tyranny they exercised was 
eovered with the garb of law and justice. 
If they were, as I dare say they were, a 
set of old hacknied knaves of this descrip- 
tion, whose flabby carcases were fit for 
little else than to manure the land, and 
whose souls were all pollution, well might 
the people seize upon them, the first mo- 
ment they were freed from the terrors of 
the bayonet. Oh! they “tore the chains 
«from their bosoms,” did they? These 
hypocrites, then, tricked themselves out, 
it seems, ina bauble dress to amuse some 
of the people and strike others of them 
with awe? Whenthe people came to strip 





them, | dare say the rabble were indig- 
nant at themselves, that they had so long 


been the dupes of a set of such contempti- | 
in | they could prove to have possessed before 





ble animals. In this case, however, as in 
the whole of their progress, I hope the 
people will not imitate the cruelties of the 
miscreants whom they have to put down. 
There are, doubtless, many of their op- 
pressors, who deserve the severest punish- 
ments that can be inflicted upon them; 
but, when once men step into blood, there 
is no knowing when they will stop. 
Degrade the fallen tyrants; expose them 
to shame, and even to a little pelting. 
Take these base hypocrites of Judges, for 
instance, and stick them into a pillory, 
opposite the scene of their former power 





and tyranny, and decked out in theirchains | 


and garbs and surrounded with all the 
solemn bulfoonery, by the means of which 
they used to cheat the people out of their 
freedom and their money ; hoist them up 
thus, and let them be regaled with a suit- 
able supply of addled eggs, dead dogs 
and cats, butchers’ offal, and mud from 
beneath the feet uf a justly incensed peo- 
pee but, let their rascal lives be spared. 

ake them work, or starve; but I hope the 
cause of freedom in Holland, or any 
where else, will never again be marked in 
its progress with blood.——I am aware, 
that the full-blooded Anti-Jacobins will 
fall upon me here for this tenderness to- 
wards these tools of French despotism; 
but, though I hate the tools of despotism, 
come from what country they will, and 
certainly not the less for being French, J 
shali always disapprove of a bloody course, 
which, in the end, never failed to ruin 











any causé whatever. No: imprison 
them; pillory them (if there be any pil- 
lories in those countries;) give them a 
little flogging if they be great offenders ; 
or, perhaps, transport them; though, I 
think, that pillory and hard labour may do; 
but, take not their worthless lives. Let them 
live in infamy, and, above all things, make 
them work for what they eat, and tate g 
great part of what they carn from them, as 


they have done from you.—— This is 


my advice to the Dutch.—lI know the 
venal tribe will accuse me of being too 
lenient towards these corrupt Judges, and 
will remind me, that, formerly, corrupt 
Judges, whether they took their bribes in 
mere money in hand, or in some other in 
direct way, had their skins stuffed with straw. 
I care little about what becomes of their 
skins; but, I am against all bloody 
courses; which, as I said before, are sure 
to ruin a cause in the end.——Take their 
property, or, rather, their stolen goods, by all 
means. Leave them nothing but what 


they began to touch the public money ; 
or, in properer phrase, before they began t 
rob the people.———Seize all this. Sell every 
sixpenny-worth of it for the public bene- 
fit; and, with the proceeds, you may, if 
you choose, make something like remu- 
neration to the ruined public creditors, of 
whose hard case we heard so much some 
time ago.——I would advise the Dutch te 
take from every public robber, by what 
ever name known. When men detects 
thief and get him in their power, their first 
operation is to make him refund ; to search 
him; to ¢urn his pockets for him ; and, why 
should not a robber of the whole nation be 
treated in the same way, as nearly as cir- 
cumstances will permit ?——Yes, take 
every stiver from these vile tools of desp 
tism, in Holland ; leave them nothing but 
their lives ;, but, leave them those ; let not 
the friends of freedom condescend to 1m'- 
tate the miscreants by whom they — 
been persecuted.——The Dutch hs : 
made a good beginning. Their — 
hold of those tools of despotism, W “ 
their tyrants choose to call judges, Pr “ 
the soundness of their judgment as We i 
the justice of their views. They ined 
right in looking upon these base | “ 
ments as being more criminal than 
bayonet-men, who hardly know _ . 
do. The old arch knaves, withthe ve 
of chains and the like about pee” oe 
very well what they are at; ane, 
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make crow’s-meat of half Holland. Picked 
out from amongst their fellows, distin- 
guished, even amongst lawyers, for their 
sycophancy, their turpitude, their cold- 
blooded cruelty, as I dare say these Judges 
were, they are fit objects of most severe 
punishment, if severe punishment were 
fitting for the occasion. But, let the venal 
say of me what they will; let them ac- 
cuse me as long as they please of lenity 
and tenderness for these Judges, I must 
still recommend to the people of Holland 
to let the old hardened scoundrels drag 
out their lives to a natural close; for, 
certain lam, that nothing could be so se- 
vere a punishment to them as to see the 
people free and happy. Far be it from 
me, however, to wish to see the Dutch 
eonfine their resumption of property to 
these men. I should be glad to see them 
make all their robbers of every description 
disgorge; and, if they were to do this, I 
dare say, that there would want no other 
means of compensating the poor widows 
and orphans, who have lost their all, or 
who are in a fair way of losing their all, 
in the obliteration of the National Debt. 
——The Dutch, I see, disarmed the soldiers 
at the out-set. ‘That was the way to come 
at the robbers au nom de la loi, or, as we 
would call them in English, legal robbers, or, 
rather, literally, robbers in the name of . the 
law. These gentry were, I'll be sworn, 
nothing without the soldiers at their back. 
hey could not have perpetrated their 
villainies without the aid of the bayonet, and 
that they knew well; for, though the sol- 
diers might not, perhaps, have actually as- 
sisted at their sittings, still they were at 
hand, they were hard by ; and this was well 
known to all the parties concerned ; so 
that the obedience that the poor devils of 
Dutchmen have apparently been yielding 
to the law, they have, in fact, been yielding 
0 the bayonet. ——'This was a state of things 
that could not endure long ; and, is there, 
oe earth, any man, except a public rob- 
2€r, who could wish any people to live in 
such astate ?_—The Morninc Cu RONICLE, 
who had at first, entertained doubts as to the 
henenticity of this intelligence, has had 
oui doubts removed by subsequent ad- 
ices, and is now happy to find that an in- 
‘arrection amongst the Dutch has really 
ieee sm The words are these, and | 
the em because they serve to show 
. “nanimity that prevails upon this sub- 
ou toad We hesitated in giving belief 
Y ~ the rumour of disturbances in Hol- 
‘nd. Knowing that all the youth of 





“the United Provinces had been drawn 
“off from its pepulation; and that no 
«“ known animal is so phlegmatic a’ an 
«aged Dutchman, we thought it impro- 
‘bable that any movement against op- 
pression should take place there; but 
« we understand that authentic information 
«has been received by Ministers of the 
« important fact; and that it amounts to 
“‘a@ serious insurrection. Yesterday after- 
noon, we hear, intelligence upon which 
«they can rely, came to hand. The sea- 
« men on board the fleet at Antwerp had mu- 
« tinied, and that it was by their demon- 
« stration that the flame spread. We have 
«heard no particulars; and indeed the 
« Merchants connected with Holland very 
“ generally disbelieved the reports, or at 
‘«« Jeast distrusted the rumour that the dis- 
«content had assumed any formidable 
« shape of hostility tothe French. They 
«consider them as totally subdued and 
«« broken in heart; but at the same time if 
«the Norwegian and Danish seamen have 
« deserted, so as to arouse the dormant 
«spirit of the Dutch, they say, that the 
“ are as stubborn when up as they are difficult 
“tostir. WE 'TRUST, therefore, that the 
“accounts received from Harwich yes- 
“terday afternoon, WILL TURN OUT 
«TO BE TRUE.” That is to say, 
Mr. Perry trusts ; not only hopes, but trusts, 
that @ serious insurrection has taken place 
in Holland and in Flanders. ‘This is very 
well; but, as I before observed, great 
care should be taken, upon these occas 
sions, so to express ourselves as hot to be 
understood as regarding insurrection in gee 
neral’as a good thing; because, unless 
this be done, we may chance to stab our 
otun government through the sides of the enemy. 
‘Yo erult at an insurrection and a mutiny in @ 
fleet; to express our pleasure at such 
things, without fully stating che grounds of 
our exultation, and showing that it 1s not 
the ching ztself that we like, but the use of i 
in a particular application; without doing 
this, we do, in fact, inculcate insurrection 
and mutiny in every part of the world, 
which, I take it, is more than either the 
Courier or the Curonicie wishes to do. 
It is not enough to say, that Napo- 
leon is our enemy. ‘That alone is not suf- 
ficient to justify us in applauding those of 
his subjects who revolt and those of his 
sailurs who mutiny ; for, if it were, then 
are insurrection and mutiny matters 
mere expediency; and, as it is so desirable 
that they should take place in one coun- 
try, why should it not be equally desira- 
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ble for them. to’ take place in another 
country ?>-——~I trust, therefore, that Mr. 
Perry, when he again expresses his delight 
at these insurrections and muéinics in Hol- 
land, Flanders, and France (for to the 
latter country they are, it seems, alread; 
extended), he will fully state the grounds 
of his joy, as I have endeavoured to do in 
the foregoing pages of this article. 





The intelligence being now derived from | 


this authentic source, there can be no doubt 
of its truth ; and, therefore, I shall, contrary 


to my usual practice, indulge in afew con- | 
jectures as to the probable consequences. | 





The sailors having mutinied at Ant- 
werp, the inhabitants will, doubtless, fol- 
low their example; because the complete 
success, with which the mutiny has been 
attended, implies the want either of 
power or of will in the soldiers to put 
astop toit. The inhabitants of Antwerp 
will, then, we must suppose, join with the 
sailors; and, one of the first steps will be, of 
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course, to carry the ships down the Scheldt 
and surrender them to our Admiral, who 
will take them and the seamen into our ser- 
vice, and employ both in the deliverance 
of Europe. The people of Flushing having 
caught the “ flame,’’ asthe Morning Chro- 
nicle calls it, Walcheren, dear Walcheren ! 
will, of course, be put into cur hands witii- 
out fring a gon. All Holland will follow 
the example. The French will be chasse’d 
out, as the correspondents in Portugal cal} 
it; the friends of the old government will 
assume power, and, ina few months, the 
Stadtholder will be reinstated. Travelling 
northward, the insurrection will oust the 
French from the Hans Towns; will eject 
them from Denmark; will kick Berna- 
dotte out of Sweden, where the king, 
whose departure from England is now ac- 
counted for, wi!l remount the throne. 
Taking next a sweep athwart Germany, 
the insurrection will drive Jerome Buona- 
arté from his territories, and especially 
om dear Hanover. The Confederation of 
the Rhine will be dissolved; the Emperor 
and Electors of the Holy Roman Empire 
will resume their ranks, offices, functions, 
privileges aud emoluments; Rome will 
once more be the seat of S:; Peter’s Suc- 
cessor; Naples will again see its amiable 
king and queen; the Dukes will resume 
their sway in Tuscany and Modena, the 
Doge at Genoa; Picdmont will receive 
back her legitimate sovereign ; all Italy 
will be delivered, and the Swiss Cantons 
will once more be restored to that happy 








state, which, for want of wars of their own, 
a 


(1032 
enable their several governments to hire 
out the youth of the country to fight for 
other nations, and in some cases, to fight 
against each other for foreign hire. ——J,, 
the mean while, France herself, duly pre- 
pared by the oppressions exercised on the 
people, will, ia all human probability, be 
ready to receive Lord Viscount Talavera, 
who, having first delivered Spain and Por- 
tugal, will next become the deliverer oj 
France, aud, having restored to her that 
regular government, of which she has been 
so long deprived, will, of course, return to 
England by the way of Calais and Dover, 
end will enter London crowned with |au- 
rels, and march to melodious music along 
roads strewed with branches and with 
flowers. ——The gun-firing, the illumina- 
tions, the bell-ringing, the turtle eating, 
the toasting and singing, the paragraph 
and poetry grinding that will follow I shall 
not attempt to describe. I shall leave 
these to the imagination of the reader ; 
and, I shall also leave him to guess, if he 
can, at the end of Buonapartée.——These 
events having taken place, commerce, of 
course, will be restored to its usual chan- 
nels; all the blessings of regular govern- 
ment will be insured to us fur our natural 
lives; or, at least, there will be nothing 
wanting but to lower the price of the Dollar. 
——It is quite surprizing to see low Na- 
poleon employs, or, rather, amuses himselt 
amidst all this.——The Counter teils us, 
that his time is divided between the cradle 
and the nursery. «¢ Paris papers, says 
the Courter of the 25th instant, “ arrived 
“ last night to the 20th instant. Whilst 
«his Marshals are flying before the Bri- 
‘ tish legions, defeated in every encounter. 
“ Whilst his armies are suflering ever) 
“ privation, ill fed, ill clothed, and worse 
“paid, what occupies the attention 0! 
“ Buonaparté? The cradle and the nursely 
“Couriers are passing from Paris y 
« Vienna, on the important i oe 4 
“ carrying Bulletins of the boy s hea D, 
“and invitations to the Emperor of Aus- 
« tria to stand Godfather to him. Buen 
“ parté and his MISTRESS are to go 
« Notre Dame on the 2d of June, the or 
“of Pentecost, when the fruit of the 4 
« ADULTERY is to be christened. A® 
« these are the chief contents of the Par's 
« Papers! There is as little intelligenc’ 
“from the armies in the Peninsula, -' 
“ no war existed there to drain the 00°, 
“ and the resources of the French natio® 
——How an this man seems at . 
« French nation” for not seeming to 
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about the drain vpon its blood and re- 
sources! Base dogs! What, will they not 
stir? Will they suffer their blood and re- 
sources to be drained away for the pur- 
poses of entailing accursed slavery upon 
the people in the South of Europe? De- 
generate wretches! Will they thus sub- 
mit to work like horses and asses and to 
have their earnings taken from them by 
tame cheaters, for the purpose, in reality, 
of preventing the people of Spain and Por- 
tugal from becoming free; aye, for the pur- 
pose of preventing these oppressed people 
from recovering their natural rights; and 
thereby setting a dangerous erampie. They 
must be base dogs indeed to suffer this ; 
but, at any rate, they are not base enough 
to applaud the wisdom of those measures, 
of that train of iniquitous schemes, by 
which they are thus robbed and made to 
work for the means of insuring their own 
slavery. They are not base enovgh for 
this. They hold their tongues about it, at 
any rate. They sing and dance and fiddle. 
They seem to endeavour to forget their 
disgrace. They are not so heinously base 
as to affect to be happy under it. ‘They 
know that they are, in fact, under the sway 
of the bayonet, and they are not so shame- 
Irssly base as to brag about their freedom. 
They know, that, in fact, they dare not 
speak explicitly upon public matters, ex- 
cept they speak tn praise of those who op- 
pressthem. This they know well; but, 
I must say this much for them, that they 
are not so far lost to all sense of truth and 
decency as to pretend to look upon them- 
selves as enjoying political liberty. They 
are base enough as it is; but, they would 
be much more base if they used this hy- 
pocrisy as an excuse, or rather a disguise, 
tur their cowardice. 


Portucar. Tue Wan. The war in 
Portugal is become of more interest than 
‘ver now that there is a prospect of a re- 
rolution in France, and of the speedy deli- 
verance of all Europe.——Lord ‘lalavera 
will, I suppose, pursue Massena into 

rance, unless, indeed, the French army 
under that general should disperse, or 
Come over to us ina body. Lord Ta- 
lavera’s last Dispatch will be found in 
another part of this Number. It appears, 
that Massena had crossed the Portuguese 
frontier, and had merely left a garrison in 

meida, which was expected soon to fall. 
‘ short, the two armies appear from this 








ipipateh, to be precisely where they were just | 


@ twelve month ago, But, the Portue | 


guese people are not where they were a 
twelve month ago. Their oltve groves 
have been cut down. They are beggared. 
They are delivered of their eatables and 
their clothes and their lodgings, It is 
stated in our news-papers, by some of the 
writers from the army, that Portugal has 
been thrown back for thirty years. It has, 
then, been a prosperous campaign for 
Portugal! One of these writers, as quoted 
in my last Number, exolaims, ‘ Oh! 
“ happy England! You are safe from such 
‘¢ scenes !’’ This is pretty comfort for 
the people of Portugal. But, we are 
subscribing for their relief. Yes, 11,1354. 
15s. was subscribed for them the other 
day, ata Grand Meeting in the city, com- 
posed of Merchants and Bankers; and, it 
must be a great consolation to that beg- 
gared and half-murdered people to hear, 
that there is subscribed for their relief, a 
sum amounting to more than five farthings, 
and, indeed, to almost three half-pence, a 
head! Let me hear of 20 millions of 
pounds being subscribed, and then I shall 
begin to think, that the poor creatures 
will get something like relief. That sam 
would meke them 10/, each (in paper- 
money), and surely that is no great 
matter. What, then, are five furthings ? 
——'l'o return to the Dispatch of Lord 
Talavera, | do not see any details of pri- 
soners and cannon taken, and hardly any 
waggons do I see in the account of cap- 
tures. ‘There are killings and woundings in 
abundance, but very few prisoners. This 
is a pretty strong proof that we have not 
gained much in this pursuit; and that the 
retreat has been very ably conducted.—— 
At any rate, the two armies are only where 
they were a year ago; except that the 
French have Rodrigo open to them now, 
which they had not then; and, all that 
the Portuguese have suffered is the frutt 
of the campaign. The protection of Por- 
tugal against the French was the object 
then, and so it is now.——It will be said, 
indeed, that things are totally changed ; 
that now there is an insurrection in France, 
and that Massena will be obliged to hasten 
home to assist his master. Very true; but, 
who have we to thank for that? Not my 
Lord Talavera. He has had nothing to 
do with the insurrections in Flanders and 
Holland and France. It may, indeed, be 
said, that our ministers have bad something 
to do in caasing these insurrections, which 
have arisen, in all human probability, out 








of the galling taxation which their vigor- 
ous war 


rendered necessary to Napo- 
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leon. This is possible ; but Lord Talavera 
has had no hand in the glorious work, 
and I, therefore, should certainly not be 
disposed to thank him for it.——He is, as 
was said before, just where he was last year ; 
but éden the country behind him was un- 
touched ; now it is devastated, ravaged, 
ruined, the very germe of its wants being, 
to a great extent, destroyed. For what, 
then, is he to be thanked ? 


Jupiree Dorars. Since my last 
Number, two fresh puffs have appeared, in 
order to persuade the public, that Silver 
willshortly becoine more abundant, and 
that, of course, it is not worth their while to 
hoard. On the 25th the following para- 
graph was circulated :—“ The Bullion 
« Brokers to the Bank have, it is said, for- 
“ mally declared, that Silver bas within a 
‘* few days falien in value in such propor- 
“‘ tion, as to reduce the intrinsic value of 
“adollar to five shillings one penny and a 
“ fraction.” Whence this puff comes is 
very evident, but, will the Bank let out 
their dollars at this price? They know 
better ; and I must actually see the thing, 
before F will believe, that they will let out 
any dollars at 5s. Gd. If they do, these 
dollars wil! net remain long in circulation, 
in spite of all the prosecutions that may 
be commenced against the dealers in coin, 
In my last I mentioned the case of 
the cealer, taken up for selling Bank 
Notes. Since that, it has been pub- 
lished more circumstantially, as follows. 
—‘ Mansion-House, Tuesday, April 23.— 
“James Kine, Guard of the Yarmouth 
* Maii Coach, was brought up for exami- 
“ nation, upon a charge of purchasing eight 
“* guineas, the coin of this realm, at a price 
“ considerably beyond their current value. 
“ The charge was brought by Mr. Nalder, 
“the Under-Marshal of the city of Lon- 
“don ; who, in consequence of informa- 
“tion received from the Treasury, that 
“ there were persons about town ciployed 
“ as agents to purchase guineas for exporta- 
“ tion, made diilerent enquiry, and having 
« found out the defendant, he marked tie \it 
** guineas, and went with Sayer, the Bow- 
“ street officer, who sold those guineus to the 
“* prisoner, and received for each ll; 53. 6d. 
“ Mr. Nalder shortly afterwards took the 
* prisoner into custody, found the marked 
“ guineas upop him, and brought him be- 
“tore the Lord Mayor ; the transaction: 
“ being against the Statute of the third of 
“ Edward IH. which subjects offenders to 
“ the penalty of twelve months imprison- 
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“ment, and fine at the discretion of the 
“Court. The defendant was admitied io 
« bail.’’——This is precisely such another 
case as that of De Yonce. But, what 
enables this news-writer to say, that this 
act was against the Statute of the 3d of 
Ed. III. There is not a word of truth in 
it. The statement is wholly false. It is 
an attempt to frighien people ; and, is, in 
fact, like the tricks that they had recourse 
to in France to deter people from giving 
gold and silver a preference to paper. 
But, that which is mostto be dwelt 
upon is the folly of all this, while, at the 
same time, it can, I dare say, be proved, 
that coin is bought with paper at a pie- 
mium,or, in other words, that paper is 
bought with coin at a discount, in every 
street in London, and in every town in the 
country. However, such things will 
be. There never yet has been adepreciated 
paper-money unattended with such symp- 
toms. ‘They belong to it. They make 
part of its appurtenances ; and, as the 
paper goes down, they will increase 
it Number as well as in force.——There 
is one puff, which, out of many, I shall 
select for insertion on account of its 
great curiosity. It will make the sensible 
reader laugh; but, He will also perceive, 
that it may serve to dupe some few of 
those who are enabled to hoard. The ob- 








ject of it is to persuade the public, that 


great masses of gold and silver may shortly 
be expected from China and Jndta.—— 
« A SINGULAR CHANGE is about to 
“take place in our commercial relatious 
“with the East, and especially with 
“China. For AGES, the precious metals 
“exported to the latter bave been sir 
state of accumulation; a large portion © 
“them will probably, im @ short time, 1 
“ turn to this quarter of the globe. An ab- 
“ solute want of raw materials of es 
‘ descriptions: has at length a ' ‘ 
“ eyes of the Chinese to the folly © hs 
‘« taining within their own empire, agin 
‘“« motives of jealousy, @ commodity “ ss 
“derives iis chief value {rom its being * 

“ sidered as the only general anstrumcn +0 
commerce. The countries om ’ 
“ China begin now to experience . emp 
« neficial consequences of the change. iready 
‘« siderable supplies of specie have a frou 
“reached various. parts of India “<a 
“ China ; and in Bengal, silver has “4, it is 
“ly been most abundant. Inde adie 

“* so plentiful at Calcutia, that 00% been 
“ interest, which in India has usv a low 
“ exuremely high, bas fallen almost 
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«asin Europe. In some of the ships about 
« to arrive from India, large supplies of dol- 
«lars, and specie in general, are expected; 
«and it is calculated, that, before any 
« very long period elapses, we shall in this 
“ country receive from that quarter further 
« supplies to the amount of 7 millions of dol- 
« lars.” This is as nice a thing as | 
have cast my eyes upon for a long time. 
It is worth being put upon record; and 
will, lam certain, not be deemed unwor- 
thy of particular notice by him who shall 
write the history of our paper-money, 
which will long be remembered in the 
world as the most complete instance of 
the effects of human credulity.——This 
paragraph, were there nothing else; this 
paragraph itself, is, I think, a clear proof 
of cullibility of this sation. What! tell 
us, that the Chinese, who have, for ages, 
been accumulating gold and silver, have 
now, all of a sudden, resolved to let them 
go out of their country ; and that part of 
them are, at this moment, about to arrive 
tn England! Tell us this, and hope that it 
will induce us not to hoard ?——But, I 
shall be told, perhaps, that, because this 
proaere is written and an_ insertion 
bought for it in a news-paper, it does not 
hence follow, that the people are fools 
enough to believe it. Yes, it does ‘The 
people who insert such paragraphs, know 
very well whom they are addressing. 
lhey are cunning enough to know that ; 
and, besides, if there were people to be- 
lieve, if there are people to believe, and 
strenuously to contend, that the paper is 
not depreciated, though the guinea will 
fetch 25s. 6d. worth of it from the hands 
ofthe middle man, who has yet to take a 
proft upon the transaction; if there are 
people, who, in che face of such facts*no- 
torious as the sun at noon day, will con- 
tend, and sincerely contend, that the paper 
is not depreciated ; why, then, I say, that 
mMait must be very incredulous, who thinks 
them incapable of believing this story 
about the Chinese. Why should they not 
believe it? Why should they not believe, 
that the Emperor of China is going to 
send a parcel of gold in exchange for some 
of our Bank notes? What is there that 
they may not believe? Why should they 
not believe that paper ts gold? Why should 
they not believe that Bank Directors have 
the power of working miracles? Talk of 
Transubstantiation indeed! Pretend to laugh 
panne Our ar; in pecuniary 
, (to say nothing of our religious | 
faith which © guia equal to theirs) sur- 
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passes this, or any other, part of their 
creed. ——This quality in us was well 
known to the author of the above para- 
graph, who did not put pen to paper ’till 
he had well considered the character of 
those whom he wanted to dupe. I do 
not know why we should not believe, that 
the Emperor of China is going to send 
over ship loads of gold and silver to our 
Bank ; and, I dare say, I verily believe, 
that the story will be swallowed by thou- 
sands amongst us. Not that these tricks 
will answer any purpose in the end; but, 
the object of those who play them off is 
just to postpone the evil hour from day to 
day, as they sometimes, I am told, borrow 
money in the city, for half a day ata time ! 
There is one little point, in which the 
fabricator of this paragraph forget him- 
self. He says, that the Chinese have dis- 
covered, that Gold and Silver derive their 
chief value from being considered as the 
only general instrument of commerce. In- 
deed! I thought you told us, but the 
other day, that paper was better? There 
are not less than half a dozen of dunces 
pestering the public with pamphlets about 
the superiority of paper over gold. Mr. 
Boase tells them that guzneas are an incum- 
brance, and the Baronet, whom the public 
have, as it were by intuition, surnamed 
the wise, calls Bank notes a mine of national 
prosperity. In the face of all this, it is a 
little too bad to tell us, that the Chinese 
have discovered, -that gold and silver are 
so essentially useful in commerce, and 
are, indeed, ** the only general instrument 








« of commerce.’’——But, as I said before, 


there is nothing too absurd for us to swal- 
low. We are, in this way, the most gross 
feeders that the world ever saw. The 
truth is, that, as the old regular trader, Mr. 
Cuatmers, says, almost every man de- 
pends upon paper for his daily bread. 
Nine out of every ten think they have an 
interest in supporting the thing. There 
are, comparatively, few who look deeply 
into such matters. There is anold'saying, 
« If I buy the Devil, I'll sell the Devil.” 
And it is thus with the paper. Even those 
who view it in its proper light, take and 
pass it as other people do. Indeed oe 
cannot help themselves. But, all this will 
not prevent the natural end of the paper- 
money, nor any of the consequences that 
the eee ae is destined to bring 
forth.—_—Mr. Markyat? opened a scene 
somewhat new, on pote evening, in 
the House of Commons. He explained a 
species of traffic carried on by the Bank 
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in Exchequer Bills, these latter being a 
species Of promissory note bearing interest ; 
and these the Bank buys and keeps 
by them, and, of course, receives the inte- 
rest for them; and, observe, they pay. for 
them in their own notes, which bear no 
interest. ——Tivis is a curious operation, and 
worth illustrating a little. ——The govera- 
ment issues notes called Exchequer Bills, 
in payment of debts that it owes, or in | 
order to get money for the purpose of | 
paying debts. ——-Now, to speak in round | 
numbers, suppose tle government wants a | 
thousand pounds, and has not so much in | 
the Exchequer. “ Why,” say you, “as 
*‘ paper is easily printed, and as people | 

| 

| 





** are willing to take paper for labour and 
“« goods, the best way is for the govern- 
“ment to make a hundred ten pound 
“‘ notes at once; and thus pay in its own 
* home-made coin. .Why not do this?” | 
Indeed, it does seem absurd, that the 
government should go to the Bank to get 
paper to pay with, when it could make it 
as wellathome. But, there is something 
in appearances; there is something in 
settled opinion; and I have heard a man 
in the country say, that he thought the 
National Debt, or Funds, would fall; but, 
that the Bank of England would stand. 
Aye, it is that ef England put to the end 
of it; and long habit, which is second na- 
ture.———Besides, it would not look well 
for the government to issue its own money; 
to -print it off and publish it from White 

hall; for, it would easily occur then, to 
every one, that there could not possibly 
be any want of money so long as there 
were paper and ink.——Hence it is that 
the other way is chosen; and this brings 
us back to our supposition of the thousand 
pounds wanted by the government.—It 
issues, not bank notes. Oh,no! not for the 
world! It does not grind its own money. 
It issues an Exchequer Bill for a thousand 
pounds. That is to say, it makes a pro- 
missory note, bearing inéerest; the Bank 
takes the said note, and gives the govern- 
ment a hundred of its notes for it at ten 
pounds each, or ten notes at a hundred 
pounds each, no matter which; and these 
the government pays away for goods. or 
services, or no matter what.———So, you 
see, the government gives promissory 
notes that bear an interest in exchange for 
promissory notes that bear no interest. 
After this, the sontes will enter with due 
preparation upon Mr. Marryartr’s ch 
which I shall womnet immediately aa 
Summary. The Speech, as will be seen, 











received no answer; and indeed, nene 
could it receive.—-—-I beg the reader to 
remark the expressions about the “« PAPER. 
« MILL.”’ Seven years, seven long years 
have I been abused like a thief for making 
use of such like expressions —~] must, 
once more, beg the reader to go through 
Mr. Marryatt’s Speech.  It*is not long; 
and it opens a new and very interesting 
scene, , 
W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
April 20, lol}. 


\ 





MR. MARRYATT’S SPEECH 
In the House of Commons, 25th April, 
1811, on the subject of Exchequer Bills 
bought by the Bank. 
Mr. Marryavt requested the attention 
of the House for a few minutes, on a sub- 


| ject which to him appeared of conside: 


able importance; it was the excess: 
purchase of Exchequer Bills by the bank 
of England. From official communica- 
tions, it had appeared, that the quaniuy 
of Bank paper in circulation beiore the 
Bank restriction, was on the average jour- 
teen millions; that at the time of the re- 
striction, eleven milions; and that at the 
present about twenty-four millions. ‘The 
excessive nature of this latter issue was 
found in the increased price of provisions, 
and every article of common use. Some 
of the evils which were imputed to this 
circulation, were, it was true, referred to 
the unguarded system of granting licences, 
which had been lately pursued; and 1 
Parliament could pass an act for closing 
up the doors of the room where the Lords 
of Trade sat to grant those extravagant 
licences, and another to close up thit 
where the Bank Directors met to manulac- 
ture their notes, parliament could not 
pass two Acts more highly beneficial to 
the community. The fact of the pa 
sive issue of Bank-notes was not Gm 
denied ; it was plain and palpable; °° 
then there came an answer promptly . 
the other side. The Bank, it week “ 
said, made no attempt at forcing ' os 
paper into circulation, and tbe one 
only got it as they asked for it. co 
maiter of mischief lay in another aire ' 
tion. The Bank formerly drove “ot 
flourishing Discoupt trade. It was a 
rious that the trade was cut short at gud 
and it was equally notorious that it was 

short merely by their most Fe sate 
best customers having found their way 
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the Gazette. When this prosperous traffic 
was at anend, the Bank looked about for 
another. They came into the market, 
bought up iixchequer Bilis, and paid with 
theirown paper. They thus pusbed out an 
immense quantity of paper which cost them 
nothing; but which the public neither 
wished for, nor wanted. Let the House 
consider the effects of this principle once 
established. The whole transaction went 
against the original objects of a Nattonal 
Bank. ‘The Bank was established for the 
assistance of commerce, to discount bills, 
to buy up bullion, and other purposes of 
the same kind. There was present to the 
minds of the founders of the Bank, all the 
danger which might arise from too close 
a connection between the Bank and the 
Government, and they adopted every pre- 
caution in their power against the evil. 
But is 1793, a Bill was brought in by Mr. 
Pi, to allow the Bank to issue money 
upou ‘Treasury acceptances. Even then 
the principle was so far respected, that 
the issue was limited «to 600,000/. - Some 
modifications of the Jaw had since taken 
place, and it was possible the Bank 
might be sheltered by the letter, but 
they had certainly violated -tle spirit 
of the law, even as it stood at this mo- 
ment. The House sheuld look at the 
hardships sustained by — individuals in 


this trade. What was to be the chance. 


of private. men, in a competition with the 
Bank of England? In the first instance, 
this mighty purchaser swelled the price 
of the article by his perpetual presence in 
the market. “In the second place, he 
‘welled the price, without suffering any 
thing by his own extravagancies. The 
individual brought actual property ; the 
price of his land, his inheritance, his goods, 
and must Jay those down for the Exche- 
quer Bill. The Bank was not pressed by 
this inconvenience. It parted with no- 
thing. It was liberal of nothing that was 
worth keeping. Lt simply went to tts paper- 
mill. The mill was set in motion, the pur- 
chase was made without difficulty, and 
the price of every thing we eat, or drink, 
or Wear, was instantly increased. But 
Why did it not strike the Minister that the 

xchequer Bills might be subservient to 
hore useful than the profits of 
the Bank, the increase of a paper cir- 
culation already enormous? The coun- 
‘ry would be better inclined to receive 
Exchequer ‘Bills paying interest, than 

*nk-notes paying none. If the Exche- 
quer Bills were put into a form fit for cir- 


culation, and were made to pay even a 
lower interest than now, they might pass 
as Bank-notes do ; they would be received 
more willingly than Bank-notes, and 
would naturally help to check their exor- 
bitant issue. A profit would be derived 
from them, and divided between the pub- 
lic and the directors; not buried in the 
exclusive coffers of the Bank. It was 
true, that those issues and purchases fur- 
nished the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
with an occasional opportunity of display 
on the rising wealth of the country. But 
the ground was false and hollow. The 
whole statement arose from misconcep- 
tion. The whole system was fallacious ; 
and the nation, like .children looking 
through a magnifying glass in a raree- 
show, were only more deceived as they 
were more delighted. A Right Hon. Ba- 
ronet (Sir J. Sinclair), in a late publica- 
tion, had actually ventured to state, that a 
Minister wanting to burrow, should en- 
deavour to increase the circulating me- 
dium of the country. To mention this 
singular opinion was enough for it, 
But there was a circumstance spring- 
ing from this unjustifiable intercourse 
of the Bank with Government, which 
i ought to awake the House. It was re- 
_ corded in the report of the Lords’ Secret 
‘Committee on the Bauk Restriction, that 
‘in 1797, the Governor and Deputy Gover- 
'nor of the Bank, on the occasion of some 
| transaction with the Government, actually 
'demanced of Mr, Pitt an obligation, that 
| he would not subsidise, or enter into any 
money negociation with any foreign Go- 
vernment, Power, or Potentate, without 
acguainting the Governor and Deputy 
Governor of the Bank forthwith. ‘the pro- 
mise was extorted from Mr. Pitt; and thus 
were the most important secrets of the 
State, and the whole course of our foreign 
policy, put at the mercy of those two men. 
Let this be not forgotten by the House. 
Mr. Pitt was forced to submit to the de- 
mand; and did the House ever expect to 
see a firmer Minister than Mr. Pitt? But 
the Bank had still more power at this mo- 
ment. Then, they bad but their share in 
the circulation of the country ; now, they 

had the whole circulation by their paper- 

mill, The Bank were now purchasers of 
Exchequer Bills to the amount of seven- 

teen millions. This might be shewn to 

be highly injurious to the general interests 

of the Empire. But where was the pur- 

chase to stop? Was it to be said that an 

enquiry into these things was an enquiry 
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into the circumstances of private property ? 
Certainly not. Frour the moment of the 
Bank restriction, the Bank ceased to be a 
private undertaking. It became a public 
Instrument, strongly affecting public inte- 
resis; and it was as justifiable to call such 
an agent to accouut, as any of his Majesty’s 
Ministers. The charge naw brought 
against the Bank was plain and intelligible. 
It was that of converting the means which 
were confided to it for public profits, 
into its own aggrandisement, and that 
charge was only to be met by a fair, open, 
and candid refutation. ‘The papers might 
be refused ; but it the Bank was guiltless, 
they would nut be refused. It would be 
impossible to attribute refusal to any other 
motive than the consciousness of guilt, and 
the fear of exposure. Mr. Marryatt then 
moved, “‘ That there be laid before the 
House, an account of the Exchequer Bills 
held by the Bank of England on the first 
day of January, April, June, and October, 
in each year, from 1797, up to the latest 
period to which the account could be com- 
pleted.” 


Mr. Manntne observed, that the charge 
against the Bank rested merely on the 
authority of the Hon. Member who had 
just spoken. There was no document on 
the subject before the House, and the 
House was certainly not bound to take 
notice of a mere unauthenticated state- 
ment, Some Acts of Parliament had 
been stated as limiting the purchase of 
Exchequer Bills to 600,000/. It was true 
that there had been a regulation for that 
purpose, but it was merely temporary, 
and died with the time. (The Hou. Mem- 
ber then quoted a variety of acts, in which 
purchases to the amount of millions were 
authorised by Parliament.) There had 
been, in the passing of those various Acts, 
opportunity enough to resist the exten- 
sion of the purchase, if it were really ille- 
gal. When the Bank was charged with 
the extravagant traffic in Exchequer Bills, 


it ought to be known, that it never pur- | 


chased ata premium. It was only when 
money was greatly wanting in the market 
and the most serious inconveniencies 
might result from withholding their pur- 
chase, that the Directors of the Bank ap- 
peared in the market. The Bank had 
been charged with raising the price of the 
government securities. This was a curi- 
ous charge, and he (Mr. Manning) must 

to school again, if he was to learn, that 
feeping up the value of government secu- 
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rities was an injury to the country, The 
Bank made no profit by these transactions. 
It had only complied with the regulations 
adopted by the wisdom of Parliament 
without travelling into the vague state. 
ments, Of its having raised the price of the 
necessaries of life by its issue of paper ; 
all which he (Mr. Manning) must meet 
positively deny, (hear! hear! from the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer): he must 
inform the Hon. Member, (Mr. Marryait) 
that every paper which could be required 
for his satisfaction was already on the table, 
in the Appendix to the Bullion Report, 
and inthe accounts which the cashier of the 
Bank had lately presented to the House. 
As to other transactions, not connected 
with matters of a public nature, it was not 
to be expected that any gratification 
would be given to mere curiosity. 


Mr. Marryatt complained that the 
only account which was material should 
be still refused. He desired to know, 
not the amount of the Bank dealing 
with Government, but the actual amount 
of the purchase of Exchequer Bills by the 
Bank, on its private account in the mar- 
ket. But the Bank was now putting itself 
forward as the supporter of the public se- 
curities. Why was it to stop at seven- 
teen millions? Why not buy up the 
whole thirty millions of Exchequer Bills 
that were out?) Why not buy up all 
other securities? It would cost the Bank 
nothing but another application to the 
paper-mill. The Bank might then, with 
the whole mass of public securities 10 ''s 
hands, proceed to model its proceedings - 
might best suit its convenience. One . 
its operations might be the reduction : 
the interest ; and the five per Cents. m'gh! 
become four, and four three, and 8 <a 
These might be the first fruits of the new 
power which the Bank had now taken . 
itself, and only a beginning of what mig : 
be effected by collusion with the wwe 
of the day. ‘Ihe papers necessary . a 
monstrating those charges might vei 
fused ; but as a public man, he cou = 
give confidence to those who dema = 
that he should give it blindly, with ~ Pai 
cipice at his feet. He could not er 4 bio 
entire acquiescence to those who to 
to shut his eyes, and walk ov. 


; rt, 

After a few words from Sir J. Newpe i 

‘the question was put, and negatives “9 
out a division, 
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DEPRECIATION OF MONEY. 


Sir ;—The information you lately gave 
to your readers respecting the state of the 
coinage in France, is conclusive evidence, 
if indeed any proof be wanting beyond 
what we daily experience, that it is not 
bullion which has advanced in price, but 
our paper currency, which is alarmingly 
depreciated below its nominal value, | 
am the better pleased with your statement 
because it clearly exposes the fallacious 
pretence that has been so idly urged, of 
the competition being merely between the 
gold and silver currency and not between 
the real money generally and paper. It 
appears that the six-livres-piece, being 
about of the same intrinsic value as our 
crown, is, in reality passing in France at 
the rate of only 4s. 10d. while Spanish 
Dollars worth 4s. 6d, are passing with us 
at 5s. Od, and, as you, in common with 
every other person of any discernment, 
foresee, cannot be kept in circulation even 
at that price. Can any thing be more ob- 
vious, When even our wretched silver cur- 
rency of counterfeit shillings and six- 
pences, which perhaps contain scarcely 
half the standard quantity of silver, has 


absolutely almost entirely disappeared ? If 


this will not convince the “ thinking nation”’ 
that Bank notes are at a discount, I am 
afraid that a complete vacuum in our 
pockets can alone cure the defect in 
another quarter. Perhaps there never 
was a question ‘that resolved itself into a 
more narrow compass than the subject we 
have now under discussion. If John Locke 
were alive at this day, how would he laugh, 
or rather how indignant would he feel, at 
his degenerate countrymen for their 
wretched credulity and ignorance ? What 
would be his surprise at finding the press 





‘eem with a parcel of elaborate pamphlets; | 


part to prove, and part to controvert a 
plain matter of fact: a truism as palpable 
as that two and two make four ?——For 
my own part, Mr. Cobbett, 1 shall despair 
of the success of your arguments, how- 
ever forcible, unless you can bestow com- 
mon understanding enough upon the 
“ thinking people” te make them perceive 
that an ounce of gold or of silver in bullion, 
cannot be of more value than an equal weight 
thereof in coin, ‘They must, according to 
the very nature of things, be alike, allowing 
tor that additional part of the value of coin 


which is constituted by the price of 
labour.—When the fovegelang elemen- 
‘ary proposition is clearly understood, it 





will easily explain the mischievous con- 
sequences of a paper circulating medium, 
which can never possess the determinate 
value of the precious metals; and also 
teach us to justly appreciate the system of 
the “ Great man now no more,” and the 
character of the greedy knaves and Impos- 
tors who build their fortunes on the ruin 
of their country. Civis. 
21st April, 1811. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


Spain.——Batt_e oF Barrosa.— Disputes at 
Cadiz, relative to the conduct of the Spa- 
niards in that Battle.—Cadiz, 20 March 
1311.—(Concluded frow page 1024.) 


Letter of D. Juan pt ta Cruz Montceon, 
to D. Juan Jacinto Lopez, im conse- 
guence of the Letter of the English Of- 
ficer, inserted in the Conciso, No. 41. 


This letter, which is of very considera- 


ble length, begins with complaining of 


the want of precision in the details of the 
English Officer, either with regard to 
dates or the positions of thesections, corps, 
or divisions of the army. ‘To remedy this 
defect the writer sends to his friend a 
ground-plan of the whole, to illustrate the 
contents of his letter. He then proceeds 
to analyse the letter of the English Officer 
in the following manner :—* He says in 
his letter, “1 know not what took place 
on the heights, after our troops left them,’ 
&e. ‘To this | reply, that Brigadier Be- 
gines and myself remained upon them 
with the division under his command, 
which consisted of the company of mus- 
keteers of Getares, a battalion of the 
Queen, the regiments of Seguenza, Can- 
tabria, Ciudad Real, a battalion of the 
Wailoons, another English battalion, ¢ 
pieces of artillery, and all the baggage 
with the ammunition of the first and se- 
cond division, with orders from the Gene- 
ral in Chief to begin our retreat towards 
the bridge, as soon as we saw the troops 
repassing by it. We were in position at 
this place when the enemy were descried 
manceuvring to seize upon it, without 
knowing whether the English or Spaniards 
would come to our assistance: if not se- 
cure of victory, we were at least in a si- 
tuation to perish in our ranks, in order to 
secure the retreat of our dear allies, which 
also was carried into effect; it being seen 
also how much our position threatened 
the enemy, the jatter marched the whole 
of his columns to attack the troops upon 
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it, and not the English, whom they could 
by no means see ;. a proof of this truth 
being, that when General Graham with 
his troops issued from the pine-wood, he 
encountered those of the enemy, who had 
changed the direction of their columns on 
account of our retreat, which D. Santiago 
Whittingham conducted. — Having now 
entered the pine-wood, I observed that 
the English light infantry had begun the 
action with those of the enemy who fol- 
lowed us, and that the British army had 
returned by means of a countermarch, and 
was beginning to form in line by wheel- 
ing on its left, at the foot of a small height 
which the enemy already occupied, with 
whom a terrible fire had commenced ; 
then the English battalion, which marched 
in front of the column which I commanded 
(consisting of .the Walloon battalion, and 
the regiment of Ciudad Real, and two 
pieces of artillery), marched towards the 
line of battle which the other troops of 
their nation were forming, which battalion 
I followed ; but at that moment General 
Whittingham ordered me to march my 
column to support the right flank, which 
gave’ him most anxiety; because the 
enemy had already penetrated towards 
the beach. At that moment I counter- 
marched by the left, in order not to ob- 
struct the line of battle which the English 
were forming, and marched upon Casa- 
Blanca, making this movement in close 
battalion, supporting the fire of artillery 
without returning a shot, overawing the 
enemy’s cavalry, who durst not attack, 
and never forming in line, because we 
wanted a point of support.—On atiending 
to the above, it is necessary to observe, 
that if Senor C. P. when he came out of 
the pine-wood did not see any Spanish 
troops, it must have been because of his 
being fully occupied, or because for a time 
they were on the left flank of the line, 
where it was very difficult for him to see 
them, on account of the wood and the broken 
ground over which my column had io march. 
Doubtless C. P. confounds Torre-Barrosa 
with Casa-Blanca, since the latter is the 
most elevated poiat in the ridge of Puerco; 
an being close to the sea, it was not so 
»mportant for General Graham to preserve 
Barrosa as Casa-Blanca, which is the point 
that commands all the ground.—He says, 
‘That the two battalions made every 
effort to cone up, but did not join till all 
was over, &c.’ Tothis I reply as follows: 
As the orders which I had were to guard 
the right flank, it became my duty, on no 
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_ account to join the English line of battle, 
| thus leaving open to the enemy the pass 
which was in my rear. Had that been 
done, so far from being victorioys, we 
should have been routed; for all the Enc. 
lish troops were in one line, and there 
were no others to maneurre but those 
which I commanded, and those which 
supported .me on my right flank, and 
which were commanded by Senor Beyines, 
For this reason |] marched still in close 
column of formation against the force ot 
the cavalry and infantry which was posted 
in front of Casa-Blanca, accompanied by 
a squadron of English hussars. I ordered 
the remains of the first of Valencia, and 
the companies of light infantry of Si- 
guenzaaud Cantabria, to attack in divisions 
those of the enemy who had hastened to 
the beach to. get possession of our bag- 
gage. ‘This was executed, and, together 
with the closeness of the column uier 
my command, so alarmed the enemy, that 
their cavalry abandoned their light troops, 
and retired in all haste towards the ter- 
mination of the Lagoon.—Observing that 
the enemy were now neither on my rear 
nor on my right, I marched my colemn 
towards the right flank of the English line 
of battle, whose left was still engaged. 
In this situation, and always advancing, 
the squadron of English hussars advanced 
and charged the enemy’s cavalry, who 
waited for them with firmness, but the 
valour and intrepidity of the British hus- 
sars routed them in. less than a minute. 
In the pursuit the hussars fell in witha 
small square of enemy’s infantry, wie 
opened their fire upon them, and the 
| hussars prudently retired to their line of 
formation. I took advantage of this in 
terval, and opened a fire from my ro 
pieces of artillery, the balls of whic 
reached this square body, which “ 
in column and began to retire. 
being seen by the right flank of 
enemy’s line, which still kept up rs a 
ing with much briskness, they also eg 2 
their retreat in the greatest disorder, 
which moment I received orders a 
General Graham to suspend the marc a 
my column, and give the troops me 
laxation, as the English also did.— a 
whole of the above being an cgooer 
ble fact, Senor C. P. ought to com “ ’ 
that the column under my a 
consisting of the battalion se - 
the regiment of Ciudad Real, 2 
pieces of artillery, not only ee action, 
English line before the close of the 
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but that they had an essential part in the 
victory; on which account they are 
sharers in the glories of that day, and not 
for the wishes only which C. P. justly 
ascribes to them; for if he considers the 
latter as the only reason for their deserv- 
ing praise, then he ought to advert, that 
as much might be said of those troops 
which were at Cadiz and the Isla. 








Portucat. THe War. Downing- Street, 
April 19, 1811.—A Dispatch, of which 
the following is a Copy, was on the evening 
of the 17th instant received at Lord Liver- 
pool’s Office, addressed to his Lordship by 
Lieutenant-General Viscount WelTington, 
duted Marmoleiro, 2d April, 1811. 


My Lorp—The Allied Ariny were col- 
lected in the neighbourhood and in front 
of Celorico on the 28th March, with a 
view to dislodge the enemy from the posi- 
tion which they had taken upon Guarda, 
which they still occupied in force, and of 
which they apparently intended to retain 
possession, On that day a patrole of light 
infantry from Major Gen. Alex. Campbell’s 
division, commanded by the Honourable 
Colonel Ramsay, had some success against 
adetachment of the enemy at Aveians ; 
and a patrole of the light cavalry, with a 
detachmenteof the 95th, with which was 
Major-General Slade, obliged tle enemy 
to retire from Fraxedas ; both took many 
Prisoners; aud I am concerned to add | 





that Brigade-Major Stewart of the 95th 
was killed with the last.—On the merning 
of the 2uih, the 3d, 6th, and light divisions | 
and the 16th light dragoons .and_ hussars, | 
under the command of Major-General! | 
Picton, Major-General Alexander Camp- 
bell, and Major-General Sir William Ers- 
kine, moved upon Guarda in five columns, 
which were supported by the 5th division 
in the valley of the Mondego, and by the 
ist and 7th from Celorico, And the mi- 
litia, under General Trant and Colonel 
Vilson, covered the movement at Alverca 
“‘saliist any attempt that might have been 
made on that side to disturb it.The ene- 
my abandoned the position of Guarda 
Without firing ashot, and retired ppon Sa- 
bugul, on the Coa. They were followed 
'Y Our cavairy, who took some prisoners 
rom them.—-On the 30th Sir William 
‘skine, with the cavalry and. horse artil- 
lery, fell upon the rear guard of the 2d 
“orps, which had been near Belmonte, and 
had marched for the Coa during the night, 
“ad he killed and wounded. several and | 
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took some prisoners. The enemy have 
sincetaken a position upon the Coa, havin 
an advanced guard on this side ; and the 
allied troops have this day been collected 
on the left of that river.—I have the honour 
to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
have received from Marshal Sir William 
Beresford, containing the terms of the ca- 
pitulationof Campo Mayor; and I have 
likewise the honour of enclosing his report 
of his first operations against the enemy, 
from which your lordship will observe that 
he has got possession of that place again, 
and has had considerable success against 
the enemy’s cavalry.—This success would 
have been more complete, and would have 
been attended with less loss, if the ardour 
ofthe 13th Light Dragoons and 7th Portu- 
guese regiment of cavalry in the pursuit 
ofthe enemy could have been kept within 
reasonable bounds. Some of the men miss- 
ing of both these regiments were made 
prisoners on the bridge of Badajoz.—The 
enemy have likewiseabandoned Albuquer- 
que.—I have received no accounts from 
Cadiz or from the North since I addressed 
your Lordship on the 27th March. I have, 
&e. WELLINGTON, 


Marshal Beresford reports, under date 
of Campo Mayor, 26th March, sthat he 
had moved on the preceding morning from 
Arronches, and upon approaching Campo 
Mayor had found the enemy’s corps 
(consisting of four regiments of cavalry, 
three battalions of infantry, and some 
horse artillery), drawn up on the outside 
of the town.—Brigadier General Long 
being sent with the Allied cavalry to turn 
the enemy’s right, found an opportunity 
of a charge to be made by two squadrons 
of the 13th Light Dragoons under Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Head, and two squadrons of 
Portuguese dragoons under Colonel Otway, 
supported by the remainder of the cavalry. 
By this charge the enemy’s horse were 
completely routed and chased by the four 
squadrons above mentioned. into the town 
of Badajoz. A great number of the French 
were sabred, as were the gunners belong- 
ing to sixteen pieces of cannon that were 
taken upon the road, but afterwards aban- 
doned.—The pursuit of the enemy’s ca- 
valry having led a great proportion of the 
Allied dragoons to a distance of several 
miles before the infantry of Marshal Be- 
resford’s Army could come up, the French 
infantry availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to retreatin solid column, and thus 
effected . their escape.—The enemy’s loss 
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is estimated at mot less than five or six | 
hundred men killed, wounded or prisoners, 
great numbers of horses and mules were 
taken, together with one howitzer and 
some ammunition waggons.— Marshal Be- 
resford speaks highly of the steadiness of 
Colonel De Grey’s brigade of heavy ca- 
valry, and of the gallantry displayed by 
all the troops that were engaged. 

The enemy abandoned the town of 
Campo Mayor without resistance, leaving 
there a considerable supply of corn and 
provisions, and 800U rations of biscuit. 


Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, 
in the Corps of the Allied Army, under the 
erders of Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, 
K. B. on the 25th of March, 1811. 


3d Dragoon Guards—2 horses killed ; 
3 rank and file wounded. 

13th Light Dragoons—10 rank and file, 
6 horses, killed ; 2 Lieutenants, 1 Staff, 
1 Quarter-master, 1 serjeant, 22 rank and 
file, 10 horses, wounded ; 1 serjeant, 21 | 
rank and file, 35 horses, missing. 

ist Regiment of Portuguese Cavalry— 
1 Cornet, 10 rank and file, 1] horses, 
killed; $2 rank and file, 25 horses, 
wounded ; 27 rank and file, 32 horses, | 
missing. | 

7th Ditto—3 rank and file, 1 horse, | 
killed ; 8 rank and file wounded; 28 rank | 
and file, 41 horses, missing. | 

Total—1 Cornet, 23 rank and file, 20 
horses, killed; 2 Lieutenants, 1 Stall, 
1 Guarter-master, 1 Serjeant, 65 rank 
ahd file, $5 horses, wounded: 1! Serj. | 
70 rank and file, 108 horses, missing. 


Names of Officers Wounded. 


13th Light Dragoons—Lieutenant Smith, 
badly ; Lieutenant Gale, Adjutant Holmes, 
and Quarter-master Greenham, slightly. | 





Return of Ordnance and Stores taken from | 
the Enemy on the 25th -March, i811, by | 
the Allied Army under the orders of Mar- | 
shal Sir W.C. Beresford, K. B. 


One French six-inch howitzer, 6 French 
caissons with ammunition, 1 French forge 
cart.—Since destroyed. 

(Signed) E. Paxennam, D. A. G. 





Portucar. THe War.—London Gatette 
Extraordinary, of April 25, 1811.—A 
| tay winged eee pege vy. 8: Copy, 





My Lord,—When I last addressed your 
Lordship the enemy occupied the Upper 
Coa, having his right at Rovina and 
guarding the Ford of Rapoilla de Coa 
with a detachment at the bridge of Fer. 
rerias, and his left at Sabugal, and the 
Sth corps was at Alfayates. The right of 
the British army was opposite Sabugal 
and the left at the bridge of Ferrerias.— 
The Militia under General Trant and 
Colonel Wilson crossed the Coa below 
Almeida, in order to threaten the commv- 
nication of that place with Ciudad Rodrigo 
and the enemy’s army.—The river Coa is 
difficult of access throughout its course, 
and the position which the enemy had 
taken was very strong, and could be ap- 
proached only by its left.—The troops 
were therefore put in motion on the 
morning of the $d, to turn the enemy’s 
left above Sabugal, and to force the pas- 
sage of the bridge of that town ; with the 
exception of the 6th division, which re- 
mained opposite the 6th corps, which was 
at Rovina; and one battalion of the 7th 
division, which observed the enemy’s 
detachment at the brigade of Ferrerias.— 
The 2d corps were in a strong position, 
with their right upon a height immediately 
above the bridge and town of Sabugal, 
and their left extending along the road 
to Alfayates, to a height which com- 
manded all the approaches to Suabugal 
from the Fords of the Coa above the town. 
The 2d corps communicated by Rendo 
with the 6th corps at Rovina.—It was 
intended to turn the left of this corps, and 
with this view the light division and the 
cavalry, under Major-General Sir W. 
Erskine and Major-General Slade, were 
to cross the Coa by two separate fords 
upon the right, the cavalry upon the 


‘right of the light division; the 3d di 


vision, under Major-General Picton, at 
a ford on their left, about a mile from 
Sabugal; and the 5th division, uncer 
Major-General Dunlop, and the artillery, 
at the bridge of Sabugal.—Colonel Bec a 
with’s brigade of the light division we" 
the first that crossed the we. rat. 

uadrons of cavalry upon the! 
- companies of the g5th, and ee 
companies of Colonel Elder’s Casa pete 
drove in the enemy’s piquets, tere 
supported by the 43d regiment. ic 
moment a ‘rain-storm came on, Wil” 
rendered it impossible to see any thing ; 
and these troops having pushed on ep 
suit of the enemy’s piquets, reat ped 
the left of thei main body, seoal 
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been intended they should turn.—The 
light troops were riven back upon the 
43d regiment, and as soon as the atmos- 
phere became clear, the enemy having 
perceived that the body, which had ad- 
vanced, were not strong, attacked them 
ina solid column, supported by cavalry 
and artillery. These troops repulsed this 
attack, and advanced in pursuit upon the 
enemy’s position, where they were at- 
tacked by a fresh column on their left, 
and were charged by the Ist Hussars on 
their right. They setired and took post 
behind a wall, from which - post they 
again repulsed the enemy, and advanced 
a second time in pursuit of them; and 
took from them a howitzer. They were 
however, again attacked by a fresh co- 
lumn with cavalry, and retired again to 
their post, where they were joined by the 
other brigade of the Light Division, con- 
sisung of the two battalions of the 52d re- 
giment, and the first Cacadores. These 
troops repulsed the enemy, and Col. 


Beckwith’s brigade and the Ist battalion | 


of the 52d regiment again advanced upon 
them. They were attacked again by a 
fresh column supported by cavalry, which 
charged their right, aud they took post in 
tn inclosure upon the {op of the height, 
from whence they could protect the 
howitzer which the 43d had taken ; 
and they drove back the enemy.— 
The enemy were making arrangements 
to attack them again in this post, and had 
moved a column on their left, when the 
Light Infantry of Major-General Picton’s 
division, under Lieutenant-Colonel Wil- 
liams, supported by the Honourable Major- 
General Colville’s brigade, opened their 
fire upon them, At the same moment the 
head of Major-General Dunlop’s column 
crossed the bridge of the Coa, and ascend- 
ed the heights on the right flank of the 
enemy ; and the cavalry appeared on 
the high ground in rear of the enemy’s 
left, and the enemy retired across the 
hills towards Rendo, leaving the howitzer 
in the Possession of those whe bad so gal- 
lantly gained, and preserved it, and about 
200 killed on the ground, and six Officers 
and 300 prisoners in our hands. ~Al- 
oogt the operations of this day were, 
-Y unavoidable accidents, not performed 
inthe manner in which J intended they 
enould be, I consider the action that was 
ei - Light Division, by Colonel 

with’s brigade principally, with the 
Whole of the od Ras 17 becaneg of the 
most glorious that British were ever 


“gaged in—The 43d regiment, under 
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Major Patrickson, particularly distinguish- 
ed themselves ; as’ did that part of the 
Q5th regiment in Colonel Beckwith’s bri- 
gade, under the command of Major Gil- 
mour, and Colonel Elder’s Cacadores ; the 
first battalion filty second regiment, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Ross, 
likewise shewed great steadiness and gal- 
lantry, when they joined Colonel Beck- 
with’s brigade. 
the troops derived great advantage from 
the assistance of two guns of Captain 
Bull’s troop of Horse Artillery, which 
crossed at the ford with the light division, 
and came up to their support. —It was im- 
possible for any officer to conduct himself 
with more ability and gallantry than Co- 
lonel Beckwith. The action was com- 
menced by an unavoidable accident to 
which all operations are liable ; but hav- 
ing been commenced, it would have been 
impossible to withdraw from the ground 
without risking the loss of the object of 
our movements; and it was desirable to 
obtain possession, if possible, of the top 
of the hill, from which the enemy had 
made so many attacks with advantage, 
on the first position taken by the 43d re 
giment. This was gained before the $d 
division came up.—lI had also great reason 
to be satisfied with the conduct of Co- 
lonel Drummond, whe commands the 
other brigade in the light division.——W hen 
the firing commenced, the 6th corps broke 
up from their position at Rovina, and 
marched towards Rendo. The two corps 
| joined at that place, and continued their 
| retreat.to Alfayates, followed by our ca- 
|valry, part of which was that night at 
Soito.—The enemy continued their re- 
treat that night and the next morning ; 
and entered the Spanish frontier on t 
4th. They have since continued their 
retreat, and yesterday the last of them 
| crossed the Agueda. I have the honour 
| toinclose the return of killed and wounded 
| from the 18thof March. Iam concerned 
| to have to report that Liewtenant-Colonel 
Waters was taken prisoner on the 3d, be- 
fore the action commenced. He had 
| crossed the Coa to reconnoitre the enemy’s 
| position, and he was surrounded with some 
| hussars and taken. He had rendered 
very important services upon many occa- 
sions in the last two years ; and his loss is 
sensibly felt.—I sent six squadrons of ca- 
valry, under Major-General Sic W. Ers- 
kine, on the 7th, towards Almeida, to re- 
connoitre that place, and drive in any par- 
ties which might be in that neighbour- 
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He | Ist Batt. 43d Poot—Lientenant J. M’ Dear- 


found a division of the Oth corps at Junga, | 
which he drove before him across the | Ist Batt. 95th Foot—Hon. Duncan Ar- 


Turoa and Duas Casas ; and he took from 
them: many prisoners. Captain Bull’s 


troop of horse artillery did great execution | 
upon this occasion. The enemy withdrew | 


in the night across the Agneda.—The Al- 
lied army have taken up the position upon 
the Duas Casas, which Brigadier-General 
Craufurd occupied with his advanced 
caard in the latter part of the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo; having one advanced 


post upon Gallegos and upon the Agueda. | 
The Militia are at Ciuco Villas amd Mal- | 


partida. The enemy have no communi- 


cation with the garrison of Almeida, from | 


whence they have lately withdrawn the 
heavy artillery employed in the summer 
in the siege of that place. My last re- 


port from Cadiz is dated the 13th of March. | 
—I have not heard from Sir Wm. Beres- | 


ford since the Ist instant. At the time he 
hoped to be able to blockade Badajoz on 
the 3d.—I learn by letters of the 30th 
March received this day from the South 
of Portugal, that after General Zavas had 
landed his corps at Huelva and Morguer, 
the Duke d’Aremberg moved upon Mor- 
guer from Seville with 3,000 infantry aud 
800 cavalry, upon which the Spanish 
troops embarked again. It is stated that 
the cavalry had lost some of their equip- 
ments. I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) W ELLINGTON. 
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Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of | 


the British and Portuguese Forces in the 
several Affairs with the French Army, 
Srom the 18thof March to the 7th of 
April 1811. 

Totat Britisa Loss—1 General Staff, 2 
Lieutenants, 1 Serjeant, 15 rank and 
file, 8 horses, killed; 1 General Staif, 


1 Major, z Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 2 | 


Ensigns, 8 Serjeants, 2 Drummers, 117 
rank and file, 11 horses, wounded ; 4 
rank and file and |! horse missing. 
Torar Portucurss Loss—t rank and file 
killed; 9 rank and file wounded; } 
Lieutenant-Colone| missing. ' 
Officers Kilied, Wounded and Missing. 
KILLED. 
v5th Foot—Brigade-Major Stewart (Lieu- 
tenant.) 


i 
t 
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buthnot. 
WOUNDED. 
2d Batt. 5th Foot—Lieutenant St. Clair 
Ensign Williams, severely. | 
ist Batt. 43rd Foot—Major Patrickson 
slightly ; Captain Dalzel and Licute- 
nant Rylance, severely ; Lieutenant 
W.Frier, slightly ; Lieutenant J. Creigh- 
ton, severely. * 
Ist Batt. 52d Foot—Captain P. Campbell 
and Lieutenant J. Gurwood, severely, 
not dangerously. : 
95th Foot—Lieutenant-Colonel Beckwith 
aml Second Lieutenant W. Haggup, 
slightly. 
MISSING. 
Ist Portuguese Foot—Lieut-Col. Waters 
(late 1st Foot.) 





SPAIN——BATTLE OF Barrosa.—Notes of the 
Moniteur on Lord Liverpool’s Letier tothe 
Lord Mayor of London.— April 4, 1811. 


The Moniterr contains the following 
Notes upon the account of the Battle oi 
Barrosa, sent by Lord Liverpool to the 
Lord Mayor of London :— 

Letter.—“ ‘The army of Marshal Victor, 
composed of the two divisions of Ruffin 
and Laval.” 

Monitcur—“ There was only one bri- 
gade of each division, and each consisted 
of less than 2,500 men. Four battalions 
had been detached to reinforce the gar- 


' rison of Medina Sidonia.’’ 





Letter—< The enemy was completely 
repulsed, with the loss of an eagle and 
six pieces of cannon.” 

Moniteur—« You mean two pieces of 
cannon, and four caissoons, and you say 
nothing of your having lost four pieces 
of cannon, and three stand of colours. 

Letter—« The General of Division, Rof- 


fin, &c. and 480 rank and file were made 


prisoners.” 
Moniteure- You took, at the most, 190 
wounded men, and you lost 7 20.” . 
Letter—< It appears that the enem) 
had about 8,000 men engaged.” 
Moniteur—« That is to say, less than 
5,000,” 
(To be continued.) 
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